
 

 

18th July 2019 

Year 6 leavers’ Mass 
 
We held our Year 6 leavers’ Mass on 
Tuesday 16th July. This was a wonderful 
way to say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils.  
 
The Mass was led by Fr. Ryan in school and 
attended by governors, staff and parents.  
 
Children prepared and delivered readings 
and prayers, and a slide show of 
photographs from the children’s time here 
at St Augustine’s was presented.  
 
After the Mass, everyone chatted over 
light refreshments as organised by the 
PFA. 
 
The children have spent their last few days 
with us here at St. Augustine’s saying their 
goodbyes before they head off to their 
respective secondary schools.  
 
This year’s Year 6 has been a fabulous 
group of children who have worked hard in 
all they do from their work in the 
classroom to sporting activities and 
everything in between.  
 
They have been great ambassadors for our 
school and we are very proud of them. 
 

Message from the 
Headteacher 

 
It is hard to believe we are already at the end of 

another school year! Whilst test results cannot 

yet be published, I am delighted to say that we 

have had a very successful year, with very 

positive outcomes for pupils at every phase.  

Some thank yous are definitely in order: 

 to the PFA for organising events and 

fundraising for our school to allow us to 

support trips, purchase new resources and 

fund changes in school such as the on-going 

work on our prayer and well-being space 

 to everyone who has helped in school – 
with reading, visits, by 
attending/supporting/ accompanying/ 
providing transport to and from events  

 to all our wonderful children and staff who 
work so hard and continue to make our 
school such a special place. 

 to parents and carers for all your continued 
support.  
 

On behalf of the staff I would like to thank you 
for your generous gifts, your words of thanks 
and your good wishes. Have a safe and happy 
summer. 

 

Mrs McCollom, Headteacher 

 

 

 
 

Philosophy at St. Augustine’s 
A few years ago, a national project showed that Philosophy lessons can have a positive effect on 

children’s attainment across the curriculum. Thanks to a very generous donation from one of our 

families, all our teachers will begin training on Philosophy for Children (known as P4C.) In the 

autumn term.  We are very grateful to such a generous gift. Thank you! 
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Diversity 
 

Children in Year 5 have been studying diversity 

in their topic lessons this half term.  As part of 

their studies, and during our multi-faith focus 

week, we had the pleasure of hosting two guest 

speakers in our class who came to talk about 

their own faith. 

 

We were very honoured to have visits from Mrs 

Begum from our school cleaning team, who 

talked about the Muslim faith, and Mina Kaur, 

from the Low Incidents Needs Service, who 

talked about the Sikh faith. 

 

 
 

Year 6 certainly  
has got talent! 

 
What a treat our ‘Year 6 Has Got Talent’ show 
was! All the children worked very hard to 
prepare their show and perform various acts 
in front of their friends, families and teachers.  
 
We heard some wonderful singing, laughed at 
some fabulous jokes, enjoyed beautiful 
dancing, musical instruments and all round 
entertainment. 
 
Thank you to everyone who came along to the 
event – ticket sales raised funds towards the 
cost of the Year 6 leavers’ hoodies. 
 

 
 

 

British Values competition 
Congratulations to Scarlett who won our British 

Values competition to match typical foods to 

countries. Scarlett’s name was first out of the hat 

of correct entries. Scarlett chose a science-related 

prize. Well done too to Lucy on coming second 

place and to all the runners up. 
 

 

 

 

 

Goodbyes… 
This week we have been saying our goodbyes 

to Miss Kell and Mrs Guy. We will miss them 

and wish them every happiness in their new 

posts. 

Children, staff, governors, parishioners, PFA 

members and Trust colleagues, along with 

some of our retired staff, gathered to say a 

special thank you and bid farewell to Miss 

Browne who has worked in the office at St. 

Augustine’s for over 18 years. We wish her a 

good rest and a very happy future! 
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Times Up! 

Our Times Up! Challenge maths event last 
week was a great success. Children from St 
Bede’s, St Teresa’s and Holy Family schools 
came along to participate in a variety of 
challenges linked to multiplication. The 
children had a great time working in teams to 
complete a carousel of activities. Well Done 
to St Bede’s who were the overall winners!  

 

Music concert 
 

Children from Years 4, 5 and 6 demonstrated 

how much their musical skills have developed 

over the year, when they performed in a 

music concert on Monday, supported by 

teachers from Durham Music Service. 

 

 

School uniform 
Looking ahead to returning to school in September, a few reminders about our school uniform:  

Uniform: grey trousers/skirt/pinafore; white shirt/polo shirt; dark green jumper/cardigan/sweatshirt; 

and plain sensible, black shoes (no trainers). 

PE kit: (please send PE kit into school in a plain kit bag): green shorts; ‘gold’ t-shirt/polo shirt; and black 

PE shoes.  

School bag: children use their school reading folder as their school bag. Rucksacks or other bags are not 

needed.  

Any other kit bags (for sporting events for example) and packed lunch boxes should be as plain as 

possible and should not carry any branding such as Fortnite. 

Please make sure your child’s name is noted on each item of clothing as clothes do often get mixed up, 

especially when changing for PE. 

 

No jewellery, no nail varnish and no acrylic nails please. No pencil cases from home for any year group. 

Plain (non-school logo branded) uniform can be bought on the high street. School logo uniform and 

reading folder can be bought from Elizabeth’s Embroidery (initials can be embroidered on if you wish). 
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Foodbank visit 
Children from Year 6 visited the foodbank 
recently to drop off donations collected in 
school and find out what happens to our Friday 
collections.  

 

 

Gymnastics success 
 

Well done to our gymnastics teams. Five 
children from KS1, five from Years 3 and 4 and 
five from Years 5 and 6 were chosen to 
represent the school in a gymnastics 
competition last Tuesday along with two 
individual performers from Year 4. All the 
children performed to an excellent standard. 
 
The KS2 children made it through to the finals 
of the competition which took place on Friday.  
 
In the finals, our Year 5 and 6 team came 3rd 
and in the individual competition Millie came 
2nd and Maggie came 3rd. Well done to 
everyone who took part.  

 

Summer safety 
 

This week teachers have been sharing 

information with their classes to help keep 

everyone safe over the summer break. 

Topics have included sun safety, water safety 

and Stranger Danger. 

 

Class teachers 2019-2020 
Reception: Miss Choppin 

Year 1: Mrs Thompson 

Year 2: Miss McLean 

Year 3: Miss White & Mrs Graham 

Year 4: Miss Ford 

Year 5: Miss McKenna & Mrs Anderson-Groves 

Year 6: Mrs Punter 

Table tennis thanks 
We were surprised and delighted when Tom and 

George’s Dad turned up with a brand new 

outdoor table tennis table which he has donated 

to the school. Children in KS2 were queueing for a 

turn straightaway! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi-zNPEuL7jAhWO2BQKHamRBtIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fsun-images-free.html&psig=AOvVaw3K73_r87HBl7RoJtwnKL2I&ust=1563538388442661
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Summer reading 
It is a great idea for the children to keep up 
with their reading over the summer holidays. 
In the Autumn term, children will read the 
following books in their classes:  
 

 Year 1: Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems 

 Year 2: The Lion in the Meadow by 
Margaret Mahy 

 Year 3: The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

 Year 4: We will contact you over the 
summer to confirm the Year 4 Autumn 
term book 

 Year 5: The Midnight Fox by Belsy Byars 
(Faber) 

 Year 6: The Borrowers by Mary Norton 
 
If your child can read a copy of their class 
book over the summer that would be great. If 
they do have their own copy, they can bring it 
into school in September.  

Proms in the park 
This year the choir was honoured to be invited to perform at ‘Proms in the Park’. Our children performed 

songs from ‘Mary Poppins’ and helped to lead the traditional Proms anthems.  

 
 

Poetry recital  
Our annual poetry recital event is always a 
lovely event. To see the children put into 
action their hard work in learning and 
reciting poetry is wonderful.  
 
Class heats showed us just how much talent 
and confidence children across the school 
have. Winners of the class heats took part in 
the poetry recital final this week. 
 
Thank you to Miss Browne and Mr Beston 
from Carmel MAT for judging this year’s 
competition. 
 
Well done to our winners Sophia, Lilia, Lexi 
and Raziela and congratulations to all our 
runner-up children.  
 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartbarn.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F01%2FPoem-writing-poetry-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartbarn.com%2Fpoem-clipart_18505%2F&docid=WW5n1CWoQL1arM&tbnid=Q82qCVazr3IRBM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiryZ7B4sDjAhVHWBoKHfsdAfoQMwiAASgEMAQ..i&w=750&h=719&safe=active&bih=937&biw=1680&q=poetry%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwiryZ7B4sDjAhVHWBoKHfsdAfoQMwiAASgEMAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Gardening Club 

 
Gardening Club members invited Miss Browne 

to join them recently for an end of year ‘garden 

party’. 

 

 

Music concert 

 
Children from Years 4, 5 and 6 demonstrated how 

much their musical skills have developed over the 

year when they performed in a music concert on 

Monday, supported by teachers from Durham 

Music Service. 

 

 

Special Awards Assembly  

The whole school gathered for our annual Special Awards Assembly on the last day of term. 

We can announce that the Governors’ Shield was presented to St Andrew’s which achieved the most house 

points over the school year with 3515. 2nd place was St David’s House 3359, 3rd place was St George’s 

House 3200 and 4th St Patrick’s House 3196. 

Well done to children across all four house groups – all your hard work, polite manners, kind actions and 

respectful behaviour has contributed to the points your House achieved over the year.  

Special Awards were also given to pupils for a variety of academic and sporting achievements.  
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Pupil Premium Funding 

It is important that families who would qualify 

for Free School Meals because of other 

circumstances, still register so that school 

receives the Pupil Premium funding which  

helps to provide further resources for learning.  

Please let School know if you think you may be 

eligible for Free School Meals, even if your 

child is in Key Stage 1. 

 

Autumn term 2019  

– early notices 
 

Wednesday 4th September 

Children return to school 

 

Wednesday 4th, Thursday 5th, Friday 6th September 

Please call and meet our new Reception parents. 
There will be tea, coffee (and tissues!) each morning 

 
Education Sunday 8th September 

We hope that as many children and families as 
possible will be at 9.15 a.m. Mass to ask God’s 

blessing on our new school year. 
 

Tuesday 10th September - Friday 13th September 
Year 6 residential visit to Dukeshouse Wood 

 
Y5 Bikeability 

10th, 17th & 24th September and 1st & 8th October 

 

Thursday 19th September 

Individual and sibling photographs 

 

Thursdays: Read at 3 

 

Fridays: Coffee morning in the school hall 

 

 

 

 
  

School dinner menus

 
Our school dinner menus for Autumn and 

Spring terms are now available – copies are 

attached to the email with this newsletter. 

School holidays 2019-2020 
 

School holidays for the 2019-2020 school year are 

available from the school officer. A copy is also 

attached to the email with this newsletter. 

 

May Day 2020  

Please note the May Day bank holiday due to be 

held on Monday 4th May 2020 has been moved to 

Friday 8th May 2020. Children will therefore be in 

school on Monday 4th May and off school Friday 8th 

May 2020.  
 

Star of the Week  
Well done to our stars of the week for 

week ending 12th July:   

Year 6  All of Year 6  

Year 5  Sienna 

Year 4  Alex 

Year 3  Daniel 

Year 2  Finley 

Year 1   Fintan 

Reception Erin 


