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Year 6   

Governors and Staff joined the children and their families in celebrating this year’s Leavers’ Mass, which was 

led by Fr. Ryan here in School.  The children had prepared the readings and prayers accordingly.  A slide show 

of photographs from the children’s time here at St Augustine’s was also presented and this brought back many 

happy memories. As always, members of the PFA gave their time to ensure that everyone enjoyed a lovely 

buffet afterwards.  

Y6 have spent the day saying goodbyes. This class have been great role models at St. Augustine’s School, with 

so many getting involved in the wider life of the school and setting a good example to the younger children 

through their excellent behaviour and positive attitudes. We will miss them all and I look forward to seeing 

them and hearing about their good progress when I visit Carmel College. 

 

 

Special Awards Assembly. 

We met this afternoon for a Special Awards Assembly.  

The Governors’ Shield was presented  to the House with the most points: 

1st  St. David’s House   5279 points 

2nd  St. George’s House   4966 points 

3rd  St. Patrick’s House   4966 points 

4th  St. Andrew’s House   4866 points 

Congratulations to everyone in St. David’s House and well done to everyone for all the merits they contributed 

to their house totals through good work of every kind. 

Special Awards were given to pupils for: 

 outstanding work/effort/perseverance/making changes 

 Sporting achievements both in and out of school 

 attendance 

 Football Club’s Players’ player awards for the boys and girls squads.  

 Mathletics achievement 

Poetry Recital Competition 

It was lovely to see the work put in by children for their class heats. Results of today’s final will be published in 

the first newsletter in September. Thank you to Mr Humphrey and to Mr Kevin Beston (Carmel Education 

Trust) for judging our competition. 

 

Goodbye and Thank you! 

Today we said goodbye to Miss Williams.  She has been a real asset to school. We will miss her and we thank 

her for all her hard work and support. 

 

I would also like to say a special goodbye and thank you to Mrs Julie Watson who has been the Chair of the PFA 

for a number of years. She has worked tirelessly to galvanise support and help raise funds for school. She will 

be will greatly missed by everyone.  

 

Y6 Has Got Talent   

Parents/Carers, Grandparents & Staff were treated to this amazing event showcasing our very talented Y6 

class.  The performances were then repeated in front of the whole school earlier this week, again to huge 

applause.  Ticket Sales for this event raised a fantastic £170.00.  Well done to everyone who took part! 

 

Trips   

Our Reception Class had a visit to Darlington Fire Station and then enjoyed a lovely picnic in South Park earlier 

this week.  

 

Music Concerts 

Parents enjoyed ukulele, cello and violin performances by Years 3, 4, 5 & 6.  The School Choir also sang a variety 

of songs.  We are delighted to have peripatetic teachers who are willing to organise and support the children’s 



performances. Equally the teachers from Durham Music Service, who work with our school, are very impressed 

by the level of parent/carer support and were thrilled to have such a large and enthusiastic audience again. 

Thank you to everyone.    

Our choir also sang at Greencroft Court to a very appreciative audience earlier this week.   

 

Reminders 

Start of the School Year – Pupils return to school on TUESDAY 4th SEPTEMBER. 

Term dates for 2018-19 were sent out to families before Christmas and are available on the school website.   

 

Please ensure that your child attends school in the correct uniform, including black sensible shoes.   

No Trainers. No jewellery. No nail varnish!  

 No extra-large hair ornaments which can cause serious injuries.  From September simple 

hairbands in school colours may be worn. No Jojo bows. No Cat-ear bands.  
 

Long hair (boys or girls) should be tied back for hygiene reasons and to help children work comfortably. 

School P.E kit for all classes unless otherwise instructed. 

No pencil cases from home for any year group. 

School reading folders to be used. No rucksacks, tote bags or other large bags. We just cannot 

fit them in.  

 

Holidays and absence. 

Please remember that I can only authorise term time absence for exceptional circumstances. There has been a 

rise in unauthorised absence for term-time holidays this year. This can have a negative effect on children’s 

learning and progress as well as on the standards and reputation of our school. The current attendance figures 

would stop the school from being judged as Outstanding in an inspection and results across the school provide 

clear evidence that good attendance is a key factor for positive outcomes for pupils.  Thank you to the many 

parents and carers who have made a huge effort to maintain expected attendance and to improve their child’s 

attendance where possible. 

 

Giving Page 

 

Mrs Thompson has offered to take part in the Great North Run in the autumn to raise funds for our 

Prayer and Well-being space. Please help if you can. Go to:  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lisa-thompson-722 

 

THANK YOU: 

 to our fantastic PFA who have again raised thousands of pounds to help improve resources and 

experiences for all our children.  We would like to focus this on developing a prayer and well-being space 

in school next year.  

 to everyone who has helped in school – with readers, visits, by attending/supporting/ accompanying/ 

providing transport to and from events and just by offering their help and good wishes. 

 to all our wonderful children and staff who work so hard and make our school such a special place. 

 to you as parents and carers for all your continued support. Your additional support and understanding 

has meant a great deal this year as we faced many unexpected absences, changes and sad losses.  

 

As always, parents, carers, and children have been extremely generous and supportive through, gifts, cards, 

messages and words of thanks. Thank you, on behalf of all the staff. 

Please read the next page which contains some information about events which will take place early in the 

new school year. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy summer. 

 

Mrs M McCollom  

Headteacher 

 



AUTUMN TERM 2018 – Early Notice 

 

Welcoming new families to St. Augustine’s 
I would be very grateful if as many parents as possible could call in for coffee and meet our new 

parents there will be tea, coffee (and tissues!)  available each morning during the first week of term.  

 

Education Sunday 9th September 
We hope that as many children and families as possible will be at 9.15 a.m. Mass to ask God’s blessing 

on our new school year.  

 

Dukes House Wood Tuesday 11th September to Friday 14th September 

 

Dinner Money  
In September 2018 the cost will continue to be £2.00 per day.  Please make sure that dinner 

money is paid on Mondays and includes all meal payments for that week.  If you have any problems or 

queries then please contact the School Office where all matters will be dealt with in the strictest 

confidence. 

Key Stage 2 pupils will still need to pay for lunch.  All Reception and KS1 children continue to be 

entitled to FREE school meals.    

 

Pupil Premium Funding 
It is also important that families who would qualify for Free School Meals because of other 

circumstances, still  register so that school receives the Pupil Premium funding which  helps  to 

provide further resources for learning.  Please let School know if you think you may be eligible for  

Free School Meals, even if your child is in Key Stage 1. 

 

Lunch Menu – Autumn/Winter 2018 
The new lunch menu has been sent out with this newsletter.  Lunch on the first day back (Tuesday 4th 

September) will start on Tuesday, Week 1. 


