
Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our first Attendance Newsletter.  

As you know, everyone at St Augustine’s R.C. Primary School               

is committed to ensuring that each of our children gets the 

best possible start to life. One way we can do this is through 

ensuring regular school attendance. Evidence shows that 

children who attend school regularly are more successful, not 

only in school, but in all areas of life. 

We hope that you will continue to support us in improving our 

school attendance by making sure the children are here everyday, 

on time, and learning. 

 

Mrs M McCollom 

Headteacher 

 

Firstly, and most importantly, a BIG well done and 

thank you to all pupils who achieved 100% attendance in the Autumn term. The Department 

for Education tracks attendance carefully and the aim this year for St Augustine’s School is 

to achieve above 96%. At the end of the Autumn term our attendance was 94.9% which is 

below what is expected, however, I have every confidence that we can improve on this with 

your support. 
 

Did you know.....? 

 

90% Attendance =  19 days absent from school =  100 Missed Lessons 

85% Attendance =  29 days absent from school =  150 Missed Lessons 

80% Attendance =  38 days absent from school =  200 Missed Lessons 

75% Attendance =  48 days absent from school =  250 Missed Lessons 
 

 

ILLNESS 

We know that illness is unavoidable and to be expected.          If you wish to discuss your child’s attendance at  
However it is very important to inform school on the first          any time, please contact the school office to make  

day of absence by 9.30am.    an appointment to speak to a senior member of 

staff. 
Please leave a message on the dedicated absence line           
01325 380819, by letter or in person at the school office            Thank you 

Term Time Holidays 
As you are aware the law changed in September 

2013.This means that school can no longer 

authorise holidays taken during term time. 

Any request for holidays in term time must be put 

in writing to the Headteacher and you may be 

required to attend a meeting. Each case will be 

judged separately. 

Unauthorised term time holidays may result in a 

referral to the Local Authority and possible fines 

being imposed. 

 

Your children only attend school for 190 

days out of 365. Please try to use the 175 

days of school holidays. 
 

Lateness 

The start of the school day is an important time for children to develop their social skills with their peers, as 

well as preparing them for their learning.  

School is open from 8.40am each day. We start teaching at 8.55am and coming in late means children miss out 

on the Teacher’s instructions and the introduction to the lesson. Your child may also feel uncomfortable 

entering the classroom late. Young children are often unsure how much they have missed and this can unsettle  

them for the rest of the morning. 

Over the course of a school year being 15 minutes late every day = 10 days worth of teaching lost. 


