
St Augustine’s RC Primary School NEWSLETTER: 20th October 2017 Autumn 4              

Statements To Live By: 

Week Beg 30.10.17: I try to be just and fair. 

Week Beg 06.11.17: I can tell you how I look after myself. 

 

Learning to Lead at Mass 

A special thank you to the children who took part in ministries such as welcoming and reading at the 9.15 Mass 

on Sunday.  It is a great way for the children and families to get involved in parish life. Thank you to everyone 

from KS2 who has replied to the letter about taking part in the ministries during this term.  

 

CAFOD  All the pupils and staff looked wonderful in their very bright clothing, worn to raise funds for CAFOD.  

The total amount raised through donations from last week’s CAFOD Fast Day and liturgy was £232.26. 

October – The Month of the Rosary 

Over the past week, we have been praying the rosary: 

 To join in the centenary celebrations of the appearance of Mary at Fatima. 

 To be part of ‘One Million Children Pray the Rosary,’ with prayers dedicated to the children of Syria 

Thank you to our Prayer Group for preparing and leading the Key Stage 2 liturgy on Friday. Thanks are also due 

to the Catenians who have very generously supplied us with a rosary for every child in Key Stage 2. 

It is easy to find out more online about the story of Fatima, One Million Children Pray the Rosary, or simply the 

history of the Rosary. Perhaps you have a set of rosary beads at home that you could show to your child.   

The Feast of All Saints – 1st November 

The children are excited about Halloween which seems to have become a much bigger celebration in recent 

years. In school we have been trying to help the children understand about the connection between Halloween 

(All Hallows Eve) and the more important Christian celebration of All Saints (All Hallows).  We will be going to 

Mass in church on 1st November. Please let a member of staff know if you would be able walk to church with us.  

November Remembrance 

During the month of November we always pray especially for family and friends who have died.  The children 

add names to a ‘Book of Remembrance’ which is given a central place in our Liturgies. You might like to talk to 

your child about the people they could pray for especially during the month of the Holy Souls. 

Poppies will be available in school after Half Term and all money raised goes to the Royal British Legion.  

 

Reception Class ‘Stay and Play’ Days.  

Reception Class parents have visited the School this week to spend time with their children in  the setting, 

speak to staff and find out how the children have settled in during their first half term.   

 

Focus on Maths 

Extreme Maths Challenge  Well done to all the pupils who took part in the Extreme Maths Challenge organised 

by Mrs Thompson and CONGRATULATIONS to our winners who were presented with a £10 gift voucher.  

Thank you to parents/carers who were able to join us for Awards Assembly today. 

Happy Puzzle Visit  The Happy Puzzle Company will be visiting school on Tuesday 31st October.  They will be 

working with all year groups during the day.  Puzzles and products will be available to purchase from 3.30p.m – 

4.30p.m. that day. 

Back to School for Maths 

You should have received a letter inviting you to school to take part in a Maths session. Places are limited for 

this event because of the size of our classrooms but we will hold another ‘Back to School’ event next term. 

 

Rugby 

Congratulations to our Rugby team who have come through the heats and will be one of two schools representing 

Darlington in the Tees Valley Final in Middlesbrough on 2nd November. 

Cross Country Competition  Well done to all the children who represented the school at the competition 

yesterday.  As a result of the team’s success, 7 pupils have qualified for the Tees Valley Cross Country 

Competition in the Spring Term. 

Pto. 



Football 

Our Football Team won 8-1 against Rydal Academy on Friday 6th October.  Unfortunately last Friday’s football 

match against West Park Primary School had to be cancelled but I would like to thank Mrs Bell and Mr Raper 

for giving their time to coach teams, and to the very enthusiastic and determined groups of children who have 

devoted their time to training. 

 

After School Clubs 

Due to the dark evenings After School sports clubs which take place outside will finish at half term and start 

again during the Spring term.  Clubs next half term will include a Science Club (Y5/Y6), Dance Club (Key Stage 

2) Board Games Club, Animation Club. I am delighted that we have Y6 children who are keen to organise their 

own clubs, including a lunchtime Maths Club. 

 

Book Fair   £394.50 was spent at the book fair which raised £117.80 for school to spend on books.  Thank you 

so much for your great support which models a love of reading for your children and enables school to purchase 

further resources.  

 

Open Day for Prospective Parents/Carers. This will be held on Monday 6th November.  We are holding 3 

sessions: Morning 9.30am – 10.30am/Afternoon 1.45pm – 3.00pm/ Evening 6.30pm – 7.30pm to try to provide 

more opportunities for people to visit.  

Anyone considering applying for a place in next year’s Reception Class is welcome. There will be a short 

introductory talk and visitors will be shown around school by pupils. Senior members of staff will be available to 

speak to prospective parents, answer questions and provide advice on the admissions process. 

 

Dates and Events 

TONIGHT 20th October – PFA Family Disco – SOLD OUT. 

1st November -All Saints Day.  (Holy Day of Obligation) School attending 9.30 a.m. Mass in Church 

6th November – Open Day for Prospective Parents/Carers 

7th, 8th, 9th November –Back to School for Maths 

17th November – Children In Need Day – Do Your Thing – For a small donation, children can Dress up/ Dress 

down /Dress Fancy! 

 

Vaccinations  The Immunisation team will visit school on Monday 27th November to administer flu vaccinations 

to pupils in Reception – Y4.  Further information to follow. 

 

 

Special Bonfire Menu – 2.11.17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bangers & Mash 

Vegetarian Alternative 

Baked Jacket Potatoes 

with Various Fillings 

Carrots 

         Peas 

          
             Fire Craker Cake 

Ice Cream 

 

Coffee 

in the 

 School Hall 

Every Thursday Morning 

Please call in 

 

 



 

 

St. Augustine’s Parent Friends Association  

Although only a small number of parents attended the Annual General Meeting, there were rich discussions 

around fundraising and social events, as well as other ways in which parents could lend their skills and expertise 

to support the school. 

The main focus of our fundraising this year will be to create a prayer and well-being space in school. At the 

meeting I outlined the ways in which this would support our work with the children in school and enhance our 

school environment.  

The Main Officers and Committee were re-elected but as always are really keen for more parents/carers to 

get involved with planning and supporting the events which raise funds that help every child in the school. I will 

be sending out a separate letter about the ways in which you can help. 

 

Local Management Board (School Governors) 

The Governors met last week to discuss the results from last year and the school’s improvement priorities for 

this academic year.  

Attainment in every Key Stage was strong compared to National percentages and school has addressed the 

majority of improvement priorities which were shared with you, in the newsletter at this time last year. 

Despite a very challenging year in terms of staff changes and absence outcomes were good.  This is a tribute to 

the hard work and enthusiasm of children, staff and governors, alongside the support we receive from parents 

and carers. 

Every year’s results highlights areas for change and improvement. Key Priorities this year are: 

 Reducing pupil absence to raise Achievement.  

 Improving Progress in Maths from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 

 Developing Character Education (helping children strengthen particular traits such as resilience and 

responsibility which support them to be independent learners) 

 Working towards the Rights Respecting School Award. (Begun last year) 

Mr Mark Dimelow was re-elected as Chair of Governors. The outcome of the parent governor election was 

posted on the noticeboard last term. The newly elected Parent Governors are Mrs Jane Lloyd and Mrs Jen 

Pearson.  Mrs Little and Miss Nathan have been elected as Staff Governors.  

 

Attendance   

 

Reception: 94.67%   Year 1: 90.71%   Year 2: 97.42%  Year 3: 98.33%  

 

Year 4: 95.65%               Year 5: 98.17%    Year 6: 98.55%  

 

Congratulations to Y6 who have been awarded the ‘Best Class Attendance’ certificate for the last 2 weeks up to 

and including yesterday.  Well Done!  

 

 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy half term break  

 

 

Mrs M McCollom  

Headteacher 


