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Year 6   

Governors and Staff joined the children and their families in celebrating this year’s Leavers’ Mass, which was 

led by Fr. David Russell here in School.  The children had prepared the readings and prayers accordingly.  As 

always, members of the PFA gave their time to ensure that everyone enjoyed a lovely buffet afterwards.  

Year 6 had great weather for their Leavers’ Bike Ride which included a stop at Archers Ice-Cream Parlour. 

They have spent the day saying goodbyes. This class have been great role models at St. Augustine’s School, with 

so many getting involved in the wider life of the school and setting a good example to the younger children 

through their excellent behaviour and positive attitudes. We will miss them all and I look forward to seeing 

them and hearing about their good progress when I visit Carmel College. 

 

Special Awards Assembly. 

We met this afternoon for a Special Awards Assembly. We were delighted to be joined by Mrs Tindale, one of 

our Governors, who presented the Governors’ Shield to the House with the most points: 

1st  St. George’s House   7746 points 

2nd  St. Andrew’s House   7745 points 

3rd  St. Patrick’s House   7609 points 

4th  St. David’s House   7459 points 

Congratulations to everyone in St. George’s House and well done to everyone for all the merits they contributed 

to their house totals through good work of every kind. 

Special Awards were given to pupils for: 

 Outstanding work/effort/perseverance/making changes. 

 Sporting achievements both in and out of school. 

 100% attendance. 

 Football Club’s Players’ player awards for the boys and girls squads.  

 

Safety Week Activities 

This week, all classes have been finding out about the work of different organisations who help to keep us safe. 

On Monday the NSPCC delivered an assembly to pupils in KS1 & KS2, they returned yesterday to work further 

with pupils in Y5 & Y6.   

Also on Monday, pupils in Reception visited Darlington Fire Station.  They were given a tour of the fire station, 

met the firefighters and saw the fire engines.  Pupils also learnt the importance of smoke and fire alarms in 

buildings.  

On Wednesday we were visited by PC Claire Kerr and Police Dogs Jet & Ben.  PC Kerr talked to all our pupils 

about Stranger Danger, E-Safety and the role of dogs within the Police Force.   

Our Mini-Police Cadets, joined by Mrs Hurley and PCSO’s Hay & Kinney, delivered a whole school assembly on 

Water Safety.  This assembly was written in conjunction with the RNLI and highlighted the dangers associated 

with swimming in open waters, such as rivers and seas.  The assembly informed pupils of how to keep out of 

danger by following the SAFE Code.   

Alison Gray from Dogs Trust also visited school this week.  Pupils learnt how to stay safe around dogs they 

might meet in public, Stranger Danger and the work of the Dogs Trust Charity. 

Thank you to all our visitors who have visited school during our Safety Week, helping to keep all our pupils safe 

during the summer break and beyond! 

 

Goodbyes 

Today we said goodbye to Miss Ellis, Mrs Davison & Mrs Gormley. We will miss them and we thank them for all 

their hard work and support for all aspects of school life.  

 

Poetry Recital Competition 

It was lovely to see the work put in by children for their class heats. Results of today’s final will be published in 

the first newsletter in September. 

  

 



Trips   

Our Reception Class had a visit to Hardwick Park last week and, despite the wet weather, the children enjoyed 

Pond Dipping, a Mini-Beast Hunt and a Ladybird Circus.   

Y3 & Y4 enjoyed a visit to the Centre for Life, Newcastle.  Pupils in Y3 took part in a Volcano Workshop and 

pupils in Y4 took part in a Roman Workshop as well as exploring other parts of the Centre. 

Mr Raper organised for our football team, accompanied by Mrs Graham, to visit Rockliffe Park, the training 

ground for Middlesbrough Football Club.   Our footballers were given a very exciting guided tour around this 

very impressive facility and each child was given a small momento of their visit. 

 

Music Concert 

Parents enjoyed ukulele performances by Years 4 & 5, cello and violin performances from across Key Stage 2 

and a performance from our award winning choir.  We are delighted to have peripatetic teachers who are willing 

to organise and support the children’s performances. Equally the teachers from Durham Music Service, who 

work with our school, are very impressed by the level of parent/carer support and were thrilled to have such a 

large and enthusiastic audience again. Thank you to everyone.   We promise to start earlier next time! 

 

Reminders 

Start of the School Year – Pupils return to school on TUESDAY 5th SEPTEMBER. 

Term dates for 2017-18 were sent out to families before Christmas and are available on the school website.   

 

Please ensure that your child attends school in the correct uniform, including black sensible shoes.   

No trainers. No jewellery. No nail varnish!  No extra-large hair ornaments which can cause 

serious injuries.  

Long hair (boys or girls) should be tied back for hygiene reasons and to help children work comfortably. 

School P.E kit for all classes unless otherwise instructed. 

Pens/pencils/pencilcases from home  - Y5 and Y6 only. 

School reading folders to be used. No rucksacks, tote bags or other large bags. We just cannot fit them in! 

 

Holidays and absence. 

Please remember that I can only authorise term time absence for exceptional circumstances. There has been a 

rise in unauthorised absence for term-time holidays this year. This can have a negative effect on children’s 

learning and progress as well as on the standards and reputation of our school. The current attendance figures 

would stop the school from being judged as Outstanding in an inspection and results across the school provide 

clear evidence that good attendance is a key factor for positive outcomes for pupils 

 

THANK YOU: 

 To our fantastic PFA who have again raised thousands of pounds to help improve resources and 

experiences for all our children.  We would like to focus this on developing a prayer and well-being space 

in school next year.  

 To everyone who has helped in school – with readers, visits, by attending/supporting/accompanying/ 

providing transport to and from events and just by offering their help and good wishes. 

 To all our wonderful children and staff who work so hard and make our school such a special place. 

 To you as parents and carers for all your continued support. Your additional support and understanding 

has meant a great deal this year as we faced many unexpected absences, changes and sad losses.  

A difficult year has meant that some planned meetings and activities with parents have had to be put on hold 

but I hope that we can try again in September.  

Yet again, parents and carers have been extremely generous and supportive through, gifts, cards, messages and 

words of thanks. Thank you, on behalf of all the staff. 

Please read the next page which contains some information about events which will take place early in the 

new school year. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy summer. 

 

Mrs M McCollom  

Headteacher 



AUTUMN TERM 2017 – Early Notice 

 

Welcoming new families to St. Augustine’s 
I would be very grateful if as many parents as possible could call in for coffee and meet our new 

parents there will be tea, coffee (and tissues!)  available each morning during the first week of term.  

 

Education Sunday 10th September 
We hope that as many children and families as possible will be at 9.15 a.m. Mass to ask God’s blessing 

on our new school year and to celebrate 170 years of Catholic Education.  

With only one Mass each Sunday morning and the expected arrival of our new priest, Fr. Gordon Ryan, 

I am not sure about the exact arrangements but will send out a letter in the first couple of days of 

the new term.  
 

Roald Dahl Day Wednesday 13th September. 

We will not be dressing up (as we hope to do that on World Book Day on 1st March) but we 

will spend the day on related activities.  
 

Dukes House Wood Tuesday 12th September to Friday 15th September 

Year 6 will not be with us for Roald Dahl Day as they will be heading off to Dukes House Wood for 

their residential visit. 

 

Dinner Money  
In September 2017 the cost will continue to be £2.00 per day.  Please make sure that dinner 

money is paid on Mondays and includes all meal payments for that week.  If you have any problems or 

queries then please contact the School Office where all matters will be dealt with in the strictest 

confidence. 

Key Stage 2 pupils will still need to pay for lunch.  All Reception and KS1 children continue to be 

entitled to FREE school meals.    

Pupil Premium Funding 
It is also important that families who would qualify for Free School Meals because of other 

circumstances, still  register so that school receives the Pupil Premium funding which  helps  to 

provide further resources for learning.  Please let School know if you think you may be eligible for  

Free School Meals, even if your child is in Key Stage 1. 

 

Lunch Menu – Autumn/Winter 2017 
The new lunch menu has been sent out with this newsletter.  Lunch on the first day back (Tuesday 5th 

September) will start on Tuesday, Week 1. 


